In this paper my object is to state roundly what I know or believe in this subject, all being the result of combined observation and reading. The literature of alcoholism is pretty copious, ranging over a long period of time, and the gynsecological and obstetrical relations of it are by no means neglected. But as in the subject generally, so in the special relations of it there is great need of further investigation and increased exactness of reasoning. And, unfortunately, it cannot The weakening influence of chronic alcoholism upon the sexual desire and sexual potency of men has been noticed by several authors, among whom I may mention Huss2 and Lancereaux, who describe it as coming on (in women as well as in men) when symptoms of muscular weakness and of diminished sensibility of the extremities appear; and these words, probably, are a foreshadowing of the only recently known peripheral neuritis above referred to. Lippich is quoted by Huss as having shown, by the numerical method, that the marriage of a soaker produces on an average T3 children, while that of a non-soaker produces 4'10; so that soaking suppresses two-thirds of the children which would on an average be produced in a marriage. Roesch3 confirms the view of Lippich, and describes the testicles of soakers as sometimes atrophic, and the penis and scrotum relaxed. He has observed the testicles reduced to the size of a haricot or a pea, and drawn up to the inguinal ring. Lancereaux 4 has found morbid modifications of the epithelium of the canaliculi, and the vesiculoe seminales having in their unhealthy fluid contents few spermatozoa and the sympexions of Eobin, as in old men?a premature senility.
The influence of chronic alcoholism on the structure of the ovaries has attracted even less attention than the little devoted to that on the testicles. This has arisen, no doubt, partly from the paramount characters of the changes induced in the liver, partly from the more hidden seat of the ovaries, partly from neglect of their condition in autopsies of drunken women, and partly from the quite recent introduction of the bimanual method in the very modern development of gynsecology. No doubt,, every organ and tissue of the body is modified in structure by chronic alcoholism, and attention has been too exclusively directed to changes in the liver. This is easily explained by the accessibility of the organ to examination, the grossness of the changes produced, and most of all by the easily traced injurious effect of such changes on the general health and on the continuance of life.
It is generally admitted that portal congestion, whether from obstruction by cirrhosis or not, is a cause of menorrhagia in drunkards; and it may be fairly said that this is or was recently the only special morbid result of chronic alcoholism in women generally known to physicians. Now, attention is directed to close physical examination of the genital organs themselves, and specially of the ovaries, with a view to elucidating the subject of this paper; and I may here state my strong assurance that the ovaries are as liable to functional disorder as the liver, and much more readily and frequently changed, in conditions easily appreciated by the practitioner, than is that organ.
Though the influence of disease of the ovaries is not so potent or important as that of the liver on the health of the individual, it lias to be recognised as very important in that respect, and as having, quite beyond that of the liver, grand bearings on population, in respect both of its number and of its quality. What is the comparative potency of alcoholic disease of the testicles and of the ovaries on population we have at present no definite means of even guessing, but it may be safely judged that that of the ovaries is paramount on account of the much greater part taken in reproduction by the female than by the male. Bruhl-Cramer is said by Roesch to assert that the influence of the father's drunkenness on the production of idiot children is greater than that of the mother, but no ground is given for the assertion, nor is it made clear whether the alleged prepotency of this male influence is the result merely of a numerical preponderance of male drunkards, or of the special prepotency in this respect of the male over the female element in conception.
The universally known causal relation of chronic alcoholism to renal disease needs no remark, further than that it is by many pathologists held to be less in women "There is one effect of alcohol on the child," says Kirk,4 "which I have observed so often that I regard it as altogether undeniable. . . . I have noticed that the children of notoriously drunken mothers were often born in a remarkably emaciated state, and were sometimes diminutive in every sense. Such children might be tolerably healthy and quite free from any cachectic appearance ; but the striking thing about them was, that not only were they small at birth, but they did not grow, and at five years of age might look like children of two or three. I have seen," he adds, "numerous instances of this sort, and the amount of race degeneration which takes place in this way is probably considerable."
Vulcan is regarded as owing his deformity to inebriety in one of his parents; and there are several authors who ascribe deformity of ordinary mortals to the same source, and Kirk goes the length of saying that few will be disposed to deny this special injurious influence. On this subject Lancereaux 5 gives a fuller statement than any other author I have met with. " The material disorders," says he, " which are the result of alcoholic heredity consist of inflammatory lesions of the nervous centres which vary according to the time of life when they are produced. It is therefore important to study them in the foetus, the infant, and the adult. During the embryonic period, these disorders, leading to modifications of the elements destined at a later period to constitute one of the important parts of the cerebro-spinal centre, oppose the development of this part and may come to be the point of departure of malformation of the encephalon, and in particular of that which is known as anencephali. Dr Demeaux, and some other observers, have in fact reported examples of this kind of malformation which they believed to be justly attributed to alcoholic excess in the parents. "When they supervene in the foetus or in youth, the hereditary disorders of alcoholism are recognised by lesions which resist the complete development of organs. It is fair so to regard certain partial atrophies, most frequently unilateral, of the cerebral hemispheres, 
